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LLead in
“The cream of the crop” is an English idiom that means the best of all. This Unit is about
agricultural production and ... crops. It is common knowledge that the age structure of farmers in
Greece is on the increase – according to 2000 data, almost 40% of the farming community appears
to be over 55 years old. It is evident that farming is not attractive to young people – the cream of
the crop in this country. Why is this so? Why are young people not interested in farming? Do you
happen to know if this 2000 trend is still observed today? Or, has it been reversed due to the new
economic developments? Are you personally attracted to farming? Would you choose it as a future
career? Discuss.

► Fill in the gaps in the following paragraphs. Use the words given below:

subsidies /   vineyard /   harvested /   beehives /   cultivated /   rural   
output /   livestock /   plains /   crop

Approximately 70% of the land cannot be (1) ______ because of poor soil or because it is cov‐
ered by forests. Agriculture is centered in the (2) ______ of Thessaly, Macedonia, and Thrace,
where corn, wheat, barley, sugar beets, cotton, and tobacco are (3) ______. 

The lack of many natural resources (e.g. low rainfall) and the emigration of the (4) ______
community into urban areas or abroad are factors that hold back the growth of the agricultural
sector.

Olives are the country’s most renowned export (5) ______. Grapes, melons, tomatoes, peaches,
and oranges are also popular EU exports. Wine is an export with promise, and the government
has urged (6) ______ owners to produce higher quality wines to increase its popularity as an
international export. 

Animals and animal production constitute a significant part of Greece’s agricultural (7) ______.
Goat and sheep meat and milk are popular and provide about 6% of agricultural production,
especially sheep milk, which is used for making Greece’s renowned feta cheese. Hogs, cattle,
chickens, rabbits, and (8) ______, are other important (9) ______. 

Employment in the agricultural sector has slipped
throughout the latter part of the 20th century and into
the 21st. Women have dominated employment in the
agricultural sector. 

The European Union has granted Greece a number of
(10) ______ to bolster its agricultural sector, but it con‐
tinues to perform poorly in the 21st century. 
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RReading - Major Crops Grown in the United States

Read the following text paying attention to the terms in red and do the activity that follows:

In round numbers, U.S. farmers produce about $100 billion worth of crops and about $100 billion
worth of livestock each year. Production data from the year 2000 for major agricultural crops
grown in this country are highlighted in the following table:

Corn: The United States is, by far, the largest producer of corn in the world. Corn is grown on
over 400,000 U.S. farms. In 2000, the U.S. produced almost ten billion bushels of the world’s
total 23 billion bushel crop. Corn grown for grain accounts for almost one quarter of the harvested
crop acres in this country. Corn grown for silage accounts for about 2% of the total harvested
cropland or about 6 million acres. The amount of land dedicated to corn silage production varies
based on growing conditions. In years that produce weather unfavorable to high corn grain yields,
corn can be “salvaged” by harvesting the entire plant as silage. 

According to the National Corn Growers Association, about 80% of all corn grown in the U.S. is
consumed by domestic and overseas livestock, poultry, and fish production. The crop is fed as
ground grain, silage, high-moisture, and high-oil corn. About 12% of the U.S. corn crop ends
up in foods that are either consumed directly (e.g. corn chips) or indirectly (e.g. high fructose corn
syrup). It also has a wide array of industrial uses including ethanol, a popular oxygenate in cleaner
burning auto fuels. 

Soybeans: Approximately 2.8 billion bushels of soybeans were harvested from almost 73 million
acres of cropland in the U.S. in 2000. This acreage is roughly equivalent to that of corn grown
for grain. Over 350,000 farms in the United States produce soybeans, accounting for over 50% of
the world’s soybean production and $6.66 billion in soybean and product exports in 2000.
Soybeans represented 56% of world oilseed production in 2000.

Major agricultural crops produced in the United States in 2000 
(excluding root crops, citrus, vegetable, etc)

Crop Harvested Area
(million acres)

Cash Receipts from Sales 
($ billion)

Corn (grain) 72.7 15.1

Soybeans 72.7 12.5
Hay 59.9 3.4

Wheat 53.0 5.5

Cotton 13.1 4.6

Sorghum (grain) 7.7 0.82
Rice 3.0 1.2
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Soybeans are used to create a variety of
products, the most basic of which are soybean
oil, meal, and hulls. According to the United
Soybean Board, soybean oil, used in both food
manufacturing and frying and sautéing,
represents approximately 79% of all edible oil
consumed in the United States. Soybean oil
also makes its way into products ranging from
anti-corrosion agents to Soy Diesel fuel to
waterproof cement. Over 30 million tons of
soybean meal are consumed as livestock feed
in a year. Even the hulls are used as a
component of cattle feed rations.

Hay: Hay production in the United States exceeds 150 million tons per year. Alfalfa is the primary
hay crop grown in this country. U.S. hay is produced mainly for domestic consumption although there
is a growing export market. According to the National Hay Association, the most common exports are
timothy, some alfalfa, sudangrass, and bermudagrass hay. Hay can be packaged in bales or made into
cubes or pellets. Hay crops also produce seeds that can be used for planting or as specialized grains.

Wheat: Over 240,000 farms in the United States produce wheat. The U.S. produces about 13% of the
world’s wheat and supplies about 25% of the world’s wheat export market. About two-thirds of total
U.S. wheat production comes from the Great Plains (from Texas to Montana).

Wheat is classified by time of year planted, hardness, and color (e.g. Hard Red Winter - HRW). The
characteristics of each class of wheat affect milling and baking when used in food products. Of the
wheat consumed in the United States, over 70% is used for food products, about 22% is used for
animal feed and residuals, and the remainder is used for seed. 

Cotton: Fewer than 32,000 farms in the United States produce cotton. Cotton is grown from coast-to-
coast, but in only 17 southern states. Farms in those states produce over 20% of the world’s cotton
with annual exports of more than $3 billion. The nation’s cotton farmers harvest about 17 million
bales or 7.2 billion pounds of cotton each year. 

Cotton is used in a number of consumer and industrial products
and is also a feed and food ingredient. Over 60% of the annual
cotton crop goes into apparel, 28% into home furnishings, and
8% into industrial products each year. Cottonseed and cottonseed
meal are used in feed for livestock, dairy cattle, and poultry.
Cottonseed oil is also used for food products such as margarine
and salad dressing.

Grain sorghum: In the United States, grain sorghum is used
primarily as an animal feed, but is also used in food products and
as an industrial feedstock. Industrial products that utilize sorghum
include wallboard and biodegradable packaging materials.
Worldwide, over half of the sorghum grown is for human
consumption. 

Alfalfa bales

Grain Sorghum
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Some farmers grow sorghum as a hedge against drought. This water-efficient crop is
more drought tolerant and requires fewer inputs than corn. Kansas, Texas, Nebraska,
Oklahoma, and Missouri produce most of the grain sorghum grown in this country. The
U.S. exports almost half of the sorghum it produces and controls 70% to 80% of world
sorghum exports.

As much as 12% of domestic sorghum production goes to produce ethanol and its various
co-products. With demand for renewable fuel sources increasing, demand for co-products like sorghum-
DDG (dry distillers grain) will increase as well due to the sorghum’s favorable nutrition profile.

Rice: Just over 9,000 farms produce rice in the United States. Those farms are concentrated in six
states: Arkansas, California, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Texas. U.S. rice production accounts
for just over 1% of the world’s total, but this country is the second leading rice exporter with 18% of
the world market. 

About 60% of the rice consumed in the U.S. is for direct food use; another 20% goes into processed
foods, and most of the rest into beer. 

Choose the correct answer:

1. In 2000, the U.S. produced __________ of the world’s total corn crop. 
a. more than half   b. less than half

2. Corn grown for grain is equal to __________ of the total harvested cropland.
a. 2%   b. 25%

3. Corn grown for silage varies according to __________.
a. the amount of land   b. crop conditions

4. The biggest part of corn grown in the USA is used as _________.
a. animal feed   b. as food for people

5. Soybeans are cultivated in __________ corn grown for grain.
a. the same number of acres as   b. a much smaller number of acres than 

6. In the American food industry and home cooking, oil that is produced from soybean is
__________ preferable than other oils.
a. more   b. less

7. Hay produced in the USA is consumed mostly __________.
a. in the USA   b. overseas

8. Almost __________ of the wheat consumed in the USA is used for seed.
a. 80%   b. 8%

9. The Great Plains is a vast expanse of land in the USA that is __________.
a. barren   b. fertile

10. In the USA cotton is produced by a __________ number of farms than soybean.
a. considerably fewer   b. considerably more

11. Cottonseed oil is as popular as soybean oil.
a. true   b. false

12. Almost __________ of the sorghum produced in the USA is exported.
a. 50%   b. 80%

13. It is predicted that in the future there will be a _________ demand for sorghum.
a. greater   b. smaller

14. Rice and sorghum are grown in __________ USA states.
a. the same   b. different


